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This book is part of a project launched by the Africa
Foundation in September 2019. The book focuses on
continent-country partnerships organized under the
framework of international summits. It exclusively reviews the
successes and pitfalls of the summits organized between
Africa and its strategic partners. One of the key features of the
African Union lies in its 2063 vision to build "an integrated,
prosperous, equitable, well-governed and peaceful Africa that
represents a creative and dynamic force in the international
arena”. Within the framework of Agenda 2063, the African
Union aims to promote Africa’s position in international
politics, gain support to realize her objectives, increase Africa’s
international standing, decolonize international relations and
aim to position African states an equal partner within the
geopolitics of their region and in the world. The new 2063
vision focuses on the need to cooperate strategically with
other regional groupings and states. Consequently, between
2000 hitherto, AU has endorsed a series of ground-breaking
partnerships predominantly with the emerging powers of the
south. These partnerships include the Africa-China forum,
Africa-South America, Africa-South Korea, Africa-Turkey,
Africa-ltaly and recently Africa-India. The increasing number of
country-continent summits with new actors is growing
evidence of an emerging approach of Africa’s Strategic
Partnership.
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The research institute has two main primary objectives, the first of which
is that it offers specialized educational programs on Africa and provide an
in-depth knowledge of the continent. Second, it promotes research on the
socio-economic, political and cultural relations between Turkey and Africa.
Thus, the Foundation undertakes a range of educational and research proje-
cts on the continent in such areas as politics, security, diplomacy, economy
and human development. It conducts roundtable discussions, seminars, and
workshops and promotes procedural, pragmatic and prudent policies on Af-
rican Affairs. The research institute publishes reports and policy briefs on the
continent.

Africa Foundation scrutinises decision-making mechanisms, identifies key
challenges, and provides practical solutions and policy recommendations to
decision-makers and stakeholders on Turkey-Africa relations.

Note of Appreciation

Africa Foundation expresses its deep appreciation and gratitude to all the aut-
hors who have contributed to this venture. All the information, ideas, opini-
ons, themes and supplements contained in this book are the expressed views of
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PREFACE

Neba Ridley Ngwa

This book is part of a project launched by the Africa Foundati-
on in September 2019. The book focuses on continent-country
partnerships organized under the framework of international
summits. It exclusively reviews the successes and pitfalls of the
summits organized between Africa and its strategic partners.
One of the key features of the African Union lies in its 2063
vision to build “an integrated, prosperous, equitable, well-go-
verned and peaceful Africa that represents a creative and dy-
namic force in the international arena”. Within the framework
of Agenda 2063, the African Union aims to promote Africa’s
position in international politics, gain support to realize her ob-
jectives, increase Africa’s international standing, decolonize in-
ternational relations and aim to position African states an equal
partner within the geopolitics of their region and in the world.
The new 2063 vision focuses on the need to cooperate strategi-
cally with other regional groupings and states. Consequently,
between 2000 hitherto, AU has endorsed a series of ground-bre-
aking partnerships predominantly with the emerging powers of
the south. These partnerships include the Africa-China Forum,
Africa-South America, Africa-South Korea, Africa-Turkey, Af-
rica-Italy and recently Africa-India. At the same time, a conti-
nent-country partnership that was already in existence between



2 PREFACE

Africa and its traditional partners have been re-defined, have in-
vigorated and strengthened. These include Franco-African Sum-
mit, Africa-United States relationship under the AGOA and the
Africa-Japan Summits. The increasing number of country-con-
tinent summits with new actors is growing evidence of an emer-
ging approach of Africa’s Strategic Partnership.

The framework for Africa’s partnership with the rest of
the world has taken three distinct forms. One is continent to
continent partnerships with an emphasis on Africa-Europe,
Africa-South America and Africa-Asia. Second is continent to
country partnerships such as Africa-India, Africa-Turkey, Af-
rica-China, Africa-Japan, Africa-US through AGOA and Afri-
ca-France. The third tier is institutional partnerships between
African Union and other regional institutions such as the Orga-
nisation of American States (OAS), the Organisation of Islamic
Conference (OIC), the Commonwealth and La Francophonie.
The book focuses on the continent to country partnerships orga-
nized under the Framework of International Summits. In recent
years, the African Union has sought to cooperate strategically
with the other states. The framework of Africa’s strategic part-
nership has recently taken a new dimension of synergy with less
emphasis on the continent to continent and institutional part-
nerships and more importance on the continent to the country
partnership. The book exclusively reviews the attainments and
drawbacks of the recent international summits organized by
traditional and non-traditional partners for Africa. It presents
an overview of Turkey-Africa Summits, China-Africa Summits,
India-Africa Summits, Japan-African Summits, Korea-African
Summits, Franco-African Summits, South American-Africa
Summits organized under the patronage of Brazil, Italy-Africa
Summits and Russia-Africa Summits.

Summit diplomacy refers to the diplomatic meetings betwe-
en the heads of states, official heads of governments, political
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