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Africa Foundation

Africa Foundation is a non-pro%t organization launched in Ankara in 2015. &e 
Foundation has two main primary objectives, the %rst of which is that it o'ers 
specialized educational programs on Africa and provides an in-depth knowledge on 
the continent. Second, it promotes research on the socio-economic, political and 
cultural relations between Turkey and Africa. &us, the Foundation undertakes a 
range of educational and research projects on the continent in such areas as politics, 
security, diplomacy, economy and human development. It conducts roundtable 
discussions, seminars, and workshops and promotes procedural, pragmatic and 
prudent policies on African A'airs. &e research institute publishes reports and 
policy briefs on the continent.

Africa Foundation scrutinizes decision-making mechanisms, identi%es key 
challenges, and provides practical solutions and policy recommendations to 
decision-makers and stakeholders on Turkey-Africa relations.
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PREFACE
Mehmet Köse

Last time Somalia came to the attention of the Turkish public was 
with the service of the Turkish brigade under the United Nations 
(UN) Peacekeeping Force in 1992. &e Turkish soldiers served in 
Mogadishu for two years and left the country in 1995 after the 
US-led international force and then the UN Peacekeeping Force 
failed to maintain security in Somalia. &ere was a long period 
of disengagement until the naval task force was sent to the region 
in 2009, within the framework of the UN Security Council 
resolution, against the piracy threatening international trade, in the 
Gulf of Aden.

&e e'orts to ensure stability in Somalia and the establishment 
of transitional governments in the 2000s brought about the 
initiatives of Somalia to establish its international relations again. 
In this period, with its economic development and its increasing 
presence in the international arena, Turkey became one of the major 
countries that the Somali Transitional Government of Somalia 
has established relations with. Turkey hosted UN-led Istanbul 
Conference on Somalia in 2010. Turkey and Somalia reached 
bilateral agreements at the margins of Istanbul Conference. &ese 
were pioneering indicators of Turkey-Somali relations. 

In 2011, Turkey’s humanitarian intervention operations, to 
lessen the e'ect of the humanitarian crisis that hit Somalia hard, 
had a dramatic impact on the development of Turkey-Somalia 
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relationship. Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s visit, then the Prime Minister 
of Turkey, to Somali Capital Mogadishu with a large delegation, 
has transformed the relations from limited %elds such as security 
operations and political engagements under the umbrella of 
multilateral institutions to intertwined multifaceted and multi-
layered relations.

Africa Foundation organized an academic symposium on 19-
20 August 2021 in Ankara to discuss about ten years of Turkey-
Somalia relations (between 2011-2021) and its impact on both 
Somali and Turkish people. &e experts re(ected on how this 
decade of engagement a'ected di'erent sectors as well as societal, 
political, and economic relations of two countries. As a result, 20 
papers were presented in 6 sessions under di'erent topics such as 
political relations, security, economy, development, health, social 
relations, and culture in the symposium. &is book in your hand 
covers most of the papers presented in this symposium.

&e %rst part of the book, titled “History, Politics, Security 
and Peacebuilding” has 6 articles. &e authors of the chapters 
in the section discuss the historical perspective and multilayered 
dimension of Turkey-Somali relations, the rebuilding the security 
sector which is critical component of reconstructing state and order, 
the relationship between Somalia and the perception of Turkey in 
Somaliland, the role of Turkish and Somali non-governmental 
organizations in peacebuilding and the perspectives of the Somali 
women in Turkey’s peacebuilding activities.

&ere are 5 articles in the second chapter, under the title of 
“Economy and Development”. Issues are discussed in this chapter 
are emerging trends in the trade relations between Turkey and 
Somalia, the role of growing Somali business diaspora in Turkey on 
trade relations, the role of Turkey in reviving Somalia’s health system, 
academic pro%le, training experiences and career pathways of 

PREFACE
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graduates of Somalia Mogadishu Recep Tayyip Erdoğan Vocational 
School and the impact of human capital development programs 
in Somalia. Chapter three presents four articles under the title of 
“Society and Culture.” Cultural diplomacy and diaspora mobility: 
narratives and re(ections from the Somali diaspora in Istanbul on 
Turkey-Somalia relations, Somali diaspora-Turkish relationships: 
changing Somali diaspora perspectives on Turkey, understanding 
the rising popularity of Turkish drama among the Somali youth 
and learning Turkish language: perceptions of the Somali students 
are the articles presented in this chapter.

&e contributors of this edited volume assess the growing 
relationship of Turkey and Somalia in diverse sectors and %elds with 
articles based on qualitative and quantitative research. Economy, 
security, history, society, health, education, culture, social networks 
and many other topics are covered in this book. I would like to 
thank our scholars for their devoted and quali%ed research.

I would like to express my gratitude to Professor Afyare Elmi for 
his extensive support and mentoring throughout the research and 
symposium. &e support given by Heritage Institute and its director 
Prof. Afyare Elmi is beyond description. I would like to express our 
gratitude to the Academic Committee and Organizing Committee 
of the Symposium for their contribution to the program. Special 
thanks go to our dedicated students of the Africa Academy and the 
coordinators and assistants at Africa Foundation. City University 
of Mogadishu, Istanbul Commerce University, Lokman Hekim 
University and Social Sciences University of Ankara did not spare 
their support. Of course, we owe the implementation of the 
symposium to the support of Ziraat Participation Bank, Albayrak, 
Favori, Decale Hotel, Medical Park and Lokman Hekim Hospital.

Mehmet Köse
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